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Soccer: Panthers fall to North Hall on penalty Kicks; lose 4-0 to No. 5 GAC

Lady Panthers unable to hang with NH and GAC; Senior Night between games this Thursday

By Todd Forrest
Sports Editor
sports@nganews.com

The Panthers and North
Hall needed penalty kicks after
battling to a scoreless tie fol-
lowing 40 minutes of regulation
and 10 minutes of overtime on
a cold, damp, and windy night
at Mike Colwell Memorial
Stadium.

In the first round of PKs,
senior Sean Dobbins connected
on his try then keeper Aaron
Helton denied the Trojans on
their first attempt.

Unfortunately, North Hall
wouldn’t miss again and Union
County wouldn’t find the net
again.

Later in the week, the
Panthers wrapped up region
play by hosting 5th ranked
Greater Atlanta Christian, who
overcame a sluggish start on of-
fense to take the 4-0 victory.

Meanwhile, the Lady
Panthers allowed two first-half
goals during a 3-0 loss to North
Hall during less than favorable
conditions on Tuesday eve-
ning.

On Friday, Union County
turned in one of its best defen-
sive efforts of the season despite
the loss. The Lady Panthers held
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Hall’s first penalty Kick attempt. Photos/Todd Forrest

private school power Greater
Atlanta Christian to two goals
in each half after the 3rd ranked
Lady Spartans were coming
off shutout victories over No.
5 Lumpkin County and No. 6
Dawson County.

Senior Night - This
Thursday, March 29, Union
County soccer will host its
senior night festivities between

the boys and girls games when
Gilmer visits Blairsville.

The start time has yet to
be determined due to the pos-
sibility of the middle school
boys team reaching the League
Championship.

If the MS Panthers beat
Rabun Tuesday at home (4:15
p.m.), they will host the title
game on Thursday and it will

take place at4 p.m. - prior to the
high school games vs Gilmer.

If the middle school loses
Tuesday, their season is over
and the high school will begin
at its regularly scheduled time
of 5 p.m.

(When a Thursday game
time is set, it will be posted
on my Facebook and Twit-
ter accounts: @hotrodtodd25

sometime Tuesday night or
Wednesday morning. - TF)

The Gilmer contest will
be Union’s final game until
the conclusion of spring break
(Apr. 2-6).

Union County High
School will also be in action on
Tuesday night when they face
Tri-County Early College at
Murphy, NC High School for a

Left: Senior Ashlyn Hall with a slide tackle during the second half vs GAC. Right: Union keeper Aaron Helton makes a diving save by swatting the ball away at the last second on North

girls-only contest at 4:30 p.m.

In other games this month,
Tri-County fell 8-1 to Murphy.
NC, and 3-1 to Hayesville,
NC.

This will be the first of
two meetings with Tri-County
as the Jaguars make the return
trip to Blairsville on Apr. 10.
-- Union County’s first game
following its spring break.

Union County baseball season stat totals - Hitting (top) and pitching (bottom)
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BOE recognizes Schakat, Wright

Union County senior Emmi Schakat (second from right) receives a Certificate of Recognition from the Union
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County Board of Education during the March meeting. Schakat and fellow senior Cole Wright (not pictured)
were recognized for their recent admission to Army-West Point. Photo/Shawn Jarrard

American Legion Post 121 upcoming events include
Charity Golf Tournament and Charity Motorcycle Ride

By: Stephen Stratman

American Legion Post
121, Blairsville is sponsoring a
Charity Golf Tournament on 14
April 2018 at Old Union Golf
Course in Blairsville, GA. Reg-
istration is currently open on Le-
gionpost121.org. Please make
every attempt to pre-register for
this tournament as lunch will be
served and a good count is need-
ed to provide lunch. Come out
and support local veterans and
the community and have fun at
the same time. If you are a lo-
cal business and would like to
sponsor a hole during the tour-
nament contact Steve Stratman
912-856-7951 or smstratman@
legionpost121.org.

American Legion Post
121 Riders are also sponsor-
ing a charity ride on March 31,
2018. The staging point will be
at the American Legion building
located at 78 Blue Ridge High-
way, Blairsville, GA. Registra-
tion will open at 9:30 a.m. with
kick stands up promptly at 11
a.m. The cost is $25 if you are in

command of the bike, $15 if just
seated for the ride. Proof of in-
surance, current rnotorcycle en-
dorsement and signing a liability
waiver will be required. Please
pre-register at legionpost121.
org. We need an estimate of rid-
ers for refreshments. If you have
any question please contact sm-
stratman@]legionpost121.org or
at 912-856-7951.

The American Legion is
the largest and one of the oldest
and one of the most inclusive
of all Veteran’s organizations
worldwide. Due to its large
size, it has more influence with
Washington officials than most
other veteran’s groups. The
American Legion is a patriotic
veteran’s organization devoted
to mutual helpfulness. It is com-
mitted to mentoring youth, ad-
vocating patriotism and honor,
and promoting strong national
security, and continued devotion
to our fellow service members
and veterans.

Most military veterans
are eligible to join the American

Legion. You have to have served
on active duty for at least some
of your service. You have to
have served during certain pe-
riods of time, but those periods
are very expansive.

If you are a military vet-
eran of any service and are in-
terested in experiencing the
type of camaraderie that you
experienced during your time in
the military, you can join. You
can call Commander Mike Ay-
ers (678) 378-4663 or Adjutant
Jack Waters at 813-334-7235.
Our meetings are on the third
Tuesday of each month except
December at the Major Leon
Davenport Veteran’s Center at
78 Blue Ridge Street.

The meetings start at 6:30
PM. Prospective members are
welcome to just come to a meet-
ing. The more members we have,
the more clout we have when
our representatives go to Wash-
ington. Also, the more members
we have, the more we can do to
help veterans who need a hand
up from a comrade.

2018 Safe Turkey
Hunting Tips
Want to be safe while
hunting the gobblers this year?
25-30% of all hunting-related
shooting incidents involve turkey
hunters. The number one cause
- hunters failing to positively
identify their target. So be safe
this year. Eliminate red, white,
blue, and black colors from your
clothing. Wear hunter orange
when entering or leaving the area.
Protect your back! Select a large
tree, rock, or other natural bar-
rier while calling. And, positively
identify the target before the shot.
Visit gadnrle.org for more on
hunter safety.
Submitted by Cpl. Kevin Dyer,
Georgia DNR
Law Enforcement

2018 SPLASH/
Anti-drowning
Campaign
The Georgia 2018
SPLASH/Anti-drowning ~ Cam-
paign needs your help to reduce the
number of water deaths in Geor-
gia. Just remembers SPLASH.
S-is for Supervision, always watch
children; P-Prevention, secure
unsupervised bodies of water; L-
Life Jackets, wear them; A-Arm’s
length, keep children close; S-
Swim lessons, take them; H-Have
a water safety plan.
Visit gadnrle.org and click
boating for more information.
Submitted by Cpl. Kevin Dyer,
Georgia DNR
Law Enforcement

2018 Pickleball Youth Clinic

On behalf of the Blairsville
Pickleball Club we are proud to an-
nounce our first Pickleball Youth
Clinic ages 12 — 14. The game of
Pickleball is a new and growing
sport becoming popular all across
the nation. There are several local
Pickleball Clubs in the north Geor-
gia area and surrounding counties.
Union County currently has a large
membership of more than 170
members. Pickleball is a wonderful
sport that can be fun, healthy, and
enjoyed by players of all ages. We
are excited to offer this free Clinic
to the youth of Union County.

The clinic will be held at
Meek’s Park Tennis/Pickleball

Courts on June 4, 5, and 6 from
8:15 am. to 12:30 p.m. Applica-
tion packets are available at the
Union Co. Recreation Dept., 310
Wellborn Street, Blairsville, GA.
Space will be limited to first 16
participants only. Participants will
receive a letter notifying you of ac-
ceptance in the clinic. Deadline for
registration is May 1,2018.

“Old Folks”

Bass Tournament
The “Old Folks” Bass Tour-
nament starts Thursday, Apr. 5.
7:30 a.m. at Deaver Town Ramp on
Lake Nottley. Everyone welcome!

You asked and we
listened! Union County
Recreation Department
is now offering a second
evening Step-Aerobics fit-
ness class! If you are look-
ing for an indoor exercise
program to fit your work
schedule and other needs,
then come on down to the
Union County Recreation
Department and sign up

for 16 classes!

Wellborn St.)

(706) 439-6074.

Union County Recreation Department
bics Program Session 2!

2018 Evening Step-Aero

for our second session of Step-Aerobics. The Program Di-
rector of Union County Parks and Recreation will be lead-
ing Step-Aerobics sessions two times a week for April and
May for 45 minutes each class. This is a great time to social-
ize and exercise with a fun group for a very low cost of $10

**Step-Aerobics Registration begins on March 5,
2018 and ends March 30,2018 at the Recreation Office (310

Registration must be done in person due to class size
limits. If you have any questions, please call our office at




